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!BSTRACT

0SYCHOONCOLOGY UNDERSTANDS ITSELF AS A MULTIDISCIPLINARY
FIELD�WHICHHASTHEPSYCHEANDTHESOCIALINTERESTSOFCANCER
PATIENTSANDTHEIRSIGNIFICANTOTHERSASANOBJECTINRESEARCH
ANDTREATMENT�4HEPSYCHOONCOLOGICALCAREUNDERSTANDSIT
SELFASAN INTEGRAL COMPONENTOF THEONCOLOGICALPREVENTION
ANDEARLYRECOGNITION�DIAGNOSTICS�TREATMENT�REHABILITATION
ANDAFTERCARE�!DEQUATEPSYCHOONCOLOGICAL SUPPORT SHOULD
BEAVAILABLEFORTHEPATIENTSWHOSHOWAPSYCHICLOADSYMP
TOMATOLOGYDURINGTHEDIAGNOSTICPROCESSANDATEVERYPHASE
OFTHEILLNESS�4HEDETERMINATIONOFANEEDFORAPSYCHOONCO

LOGICAL INTERVENTIONSHOULDBEMADEBYTHE TREATMENTTEAM
ALREADY WHEN THE DIAGNOSIS IS BEING PRESENTED AND SHOULD
BECHECKEDCONSTANTLYINTHECOURSEOFTHEHOSPITALSTAY�4HE
PSYCHOLOGICALASSESSMENTANDTREATMENTOPTIONSSHOULDBEEX
PLAINEDTOTHEPATIENTANDTHEPOSSIBILITIESOFSUPPORTFORTHE
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