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!BSTRACT

2ECOGNITION฀OF฀FACIAL฀EXPRESSIONS฀PLAYS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀ROLE฀IN฀
NONVERBAL฀COMMUNICATION�฀3TUDIES฀INDICATE฀THAT฀THE฀ACCURACY฀
AND฀SPEED฀OF฀FACIAL฀EMOTION฀RECOGNITION฀IMPROVES฀WITH฀AGE฀BUT฀
ALSO฀VARIES฀WITH฀THE฀TYPE฀OF฀EMOTION�฀3OME฀AUTHORS฀BASE฀THIS฀
DISCREPANCY฀ ON฀ THE฀ DIFFERENT฀WAYS฀ OF฀ PROCESSING฀ FACES�฀WHE

REAS฀OTHERS฀DEDUCE฀A฀NEURODEVELOPMENTAL฀CAUSE�฀)N฀GENERAL�฀
ADULTS฀SEEM฀TO฀USE฀A฀HOLOSTIC฀STRATEGY�฀WHEREAS฀YOUNG฀CHILDREN฀
PROCESS฀FACES฀RATHER฀IN฀AN฀ANALYTIC฀MANNER�฀4HE฀AIM฀OF฀THIS฀
STUDY฀WAS฀TO฀INVESTIGATE฀FACIAL฀EMOTION฀RECOGNITION฀IN฀HEALTHY฀
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+	�฀!NALYSIS฀ OF฀ DATA฀ REVEALED฀AN฀
EFFECT฀OF฀AGE฀ON฀ACCURACY฀OF฀EMOTION฀RECOGNITION�฀#HILDREN฀ARE฀
SIGNIFICANTLY฀WORSE฀IN฀RECOGNIZING฀THE฀FACIAL฀EXPRESSION฀OF฀ALL฀
NEGATIVE฀ EMOTIONS฀ PRESENTED฀ COMPARED฀ TO฀ ADULTS�฀.O฀ DIFFE

RENCES฀WERE฀OBSERVED฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀GROUPS฀FOR฀THE฀IDENTIFI

CATION฀OF฀HAPPY฀AND฀NEUTRAL฀FACES�฀(ENCE�฀WE฀CONCLUDE฀THAT฀
EMOTION฀RECOGNITION฀IMPROVES฀WITH฀AGE฀THOUGH฀IDENTIFICATION฀
OF฀HAPPY฀AND฀NEUTRAL฀EXPRESSIONS฀ALREADY฀FUNCTIONS฀AT฀THE฀AGE฀
OF฀�
�฀YEAR฀OLD฀CHILDREN�
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